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Summary 



Tunisia has a stable, authoritarian government led by President Zine ben Ali, who 
was elected to a fourth term on October 24, 2004. Ben Ali’s Constitutional Democratic 
Rally party controls parliament, state and local governments, and most political activity. 
There are significant limitations on human rights but marked advancements for women 
and girls. Tunisia has experienced occasional attacks by Islamist terrorists, and Tunisian 
expatriates have been arrested in Europe, North America on terrorism-related charges. 
Tunisia is a non-oil-exporting, middle-class country with a diverse, growing economy, 
and high unemployment. It has long enjoyed good relations with the United States. This 
report will be updated as developments warrant. 



Government 

Tunisia has a stable, authoritarian government that places a higher priority on 
economic growth than on political liberalization. It has had only two leaders since 
gaining independence from France in 1 956: the late Habib Bourguiba and Zine el-Abidine 
ben Ali, a former Minister of National Security, Minister of the Interior, and Prime 
Minister, who has been president since 1987. Constitutional amendments approved in 
May 2002 lifted term limits for the presidency and raised the age allowed for a candidate 
to 75. The 68-year-old Ben Ali easily won a fourth five-year term with 94.49% of the 
vote, with a 91% voter turnout, on October 24, 2004. His Democratic Constitutional 
Rally party (Rassemblement Constitutionnel Democratique/RCD) has called on him to 
run for a fifth term in 2009. Three small “official” opposition parties also fielded 
candidates in 2004; other opposition parties endorsed Ben Ali. (“Official” opposition 
parties are those which the government allows to hold seats in parliament.) The powerful 
President appoints the Prime Minister, the cabinet, and 24 regional governors. There is 
no vice president or designated successor to Ben Ali. Mohammed Ghannouchi has been 
prime minister since 1999. 

RCD controls the Chamber of Deputies or lower house of parliament with 152 out 
of 189 seats. 1 Five weak, official opposition parties share the remaining, reserved 37 



1 The RCD is the current incarnation of the Neo-Destour Party, which was formed in 1934 and 
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